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Development of 
Psychiatric Services 

in Communities  



Introduction 
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Tourism Bureau, Ministry of Transportation & 

Communications , R.O.C. 
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Early Psychiatric Services in Taiwan 

Sanctuaries 

Psychiatric 

Services in 

Public 

Sector 

Psychiatric 

Services in 

Private 

Sector 

1930 1945 

Courtesy of Chin-ShingHsu, Section Chief, Bureau of Medical Affairs,  

Department of Health 

Jen-Gi Yuan( ): The First Psychiatric Asylum 

in Taiwan 

Courtesy of Chin-ShingHsu, Section Chief, Bureau of Medical Affairs,  Department of Health 

Ai-Ai Asylum( )  

Courtesy of Chin-ShingHsu, Section Chief, Bureau of Medical 

Affairs,  Department of Health 

Yang-Hao Tang( ):  The First Private 

Psychiatric Hospital 

Courtesy of Chin-ShingHsu, Section Chief, Bureau of Medical 

Affairs,  Department of Health 

Yuan-Shen Yuan ( ): The First National 

Psychiatric Hospital 



Psychiatric Services Increased in 

Number and Scale. 

Sanctuary 

Psychiatric 

Services in 

Public 

Sector 

Psychiatric 

Services in 

Private 

Sector 

1960 

Yu-Li,  



Sanctuaries Still Persist. 

Sanctuaries 

Psychiatric 

Services in 

Public 

Sector 

Psychiatric 

Services in 

Private 

Sector 

Long-Fa 

Tang 

1970 
Da-Chien 

Tang 
Closed 



Sanctuaries Still Persist. 

 

Photographer: Chien-Chi Chang 
Pictures from  61.220.83.170/book/html/2007/serious/index.htm  



Trends of Psychiatric Beds in Public 

and Private Sectors 



Comparison of Psychiatric Services and 

Manpower in Different Countries  

  Taiwan China 
HongKong 

(2005 data) 
Japan Korea, Rep. Singapore United State 

Area (thousand sq. km) 35.9  9,597.0  1.0  378.0  99.0  0.6 9,364.0 

Population (million) 23.2  1,354.1  7.1  127.0  48.5  4.8  317.6  

National Health Budget/GDP 6.6% 4.6% 3% 8.4% 6.5% 3.9% 16.2% 

Total psychiatric beds 

 per 10 000 population  
9.6  1.5  7.0  29.0  19.4  7.8 5.6 

Number of psychiatrists 

 per 100 000 population  
7.5 1.53  2.0  10.1 5.1 2.8 7.8 

Number of psychiatric nurses  

 per 100 000 population  
22.1  2.7 46.4  102.6  21.6  -  3.1 

Number of psychologists  

 per 100 000 population  
2.8 0.2 1.4  4.0 1.1 -  29.0  

Number of social worker 

 per 100 000 population  
3.1  -  173.5  6.1  6.0 -  17.9 

Number of OT 830  -  1,059  - -  - - 

Number of Mental Hospital 42 780 - 1072 1232 1 803 

Data from: Taiwan Health Statistics (Health Dep. 2011); Mental Health Atlas 2011 (WHO, 2011)  



Psy Rehab Pioneer Programs  

Hospital-located Community-located 

Voc. 

Rehab 
1976 Sheltered workshop in 

the day program of NTU 

1977 Occupational therapies 

& workshop of Ming-De 

Hospital in Chang-Hua 

1983 Sheltered ñCactus 
Coffee Shopò in 

Kaohsiung 

Hou-

sing 
1978 First halfway house in 

the Taipei City 

Psychiatric Center 

(Hospital) 

1979 First halfway house in  

community 

1988 Management of halfway 

house of Taipei City 

Psychiatric  Center 

transferred to Taipei 

Mental Rehabilitation 

Association 



Legislations and Policies Shaping 

Development of Services  

1986 

Policy objectives 

on establishing 

Psy Rehab 

1995 

National Health 

Insurance System 

Social Welfare 
Mental Health 
Policies 

Social Welfare 

Vocational 
Rehab Policies 

Physically and Mentally 

Handicapped Citizens 

Protection Law 

1997  

Mental Health Act 

1990 

Amendment of the 

Handicap Welfare Act  

1995  

Mental Health 
Policies 

Social Welfare 

Protection Act for Rights 

and Interests of (Physically 

and Mentally) Disabled 

Citizens;  

Amendment of Mental 

Health Act 

2007  

1997 

Policy objectives on 

Expending Psy Rehab 

2008 

Policy objectives 

on community 

long-term care 

Mental Health 
Policies 



2003 Pioneering 

Program of Case 

Management 

System 

2003 Accreditation of 

Psychiatric Rehabilitation 

Institutions (Services) 

1994 Establishment Standard 

and Regulations Governing 

Rewards of Psychiatric 

Rehabilitation Institutions 

(Services) 

1989 Pioneering program 

of Community Psychiatric 

Rehabilitation 

Mental Health Policies Promoted Community 

Services 

Data from the 2013 Health Statistics of Department of Health, Executive Yuan 

2006 Pioneering 

Program of Care 

Managers  



Trends of Change by Types of Halfway 

House and Community Rehabilitation Center 

CRC: Community Rehabilitation Center; HWH: Halfway House 

Data from the 2013 Health Statistics of Health Department, Executive Yuan 



Populations identified as 

having needs of long-term 

psychiatric  Tx:  

204 thousands 

Populations certificated 

to have psychiatric 

disability: 109 thousands 

Psychiatric acute 

and chronic beds:  

20 thousands 

Gap between Psychiatric Care and Community 

Services 

Total population in 

Taiwan: 

23,404 thousands 

Estimated populations 

with all psychiatric 

disorders:  

5,000 thousands 



3R Movement with 
Particular Communities 

as Part of Recovery 
Movement  



 
Dr. TSUNG-YI Lin, 

ñFatherò of modern 

psychiatry in Taiwan   



The first advocacy group in Taiwan--  
Kaohsiung Friends of Mental Recovery Association 

Cactus Cuckoo nest 



Dr. Agnes Chew-Chung Wu 

argued to use , instead of 

, as the appropriate 

translation of ñRecovery ò in 

Chinese in late 90ôs.   

 

Dr. Li-Yu Song is the first 

scholar to use recovery 

language actively in the 

academia in the new 

millennium. 

 

ñRecoveryò becoming visible in the 

academia  

Pohto from http://fengren. 

ngo.org.tw/agneswu/index.htm 

Photo from http://www.spsw.ncnu. 

edu.tw/teachers/photos/song.jpg 



ñRecoveryò becoming visible in the 

academia  



Picture from Amazon.com Picture from books.com.tw 

First Accounts have appeared in the book 

market since translation of ñthe Unquiet Mindò 

in 1999. 

Picture form books.com.tw 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/reader/0679763309/ref=sib_dp_pt


TAMI plays active 

role in advocacy. 

Pictures: ñSoul film festivalò; from 

TAMI website: www.tamiroc.org.tw 


